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Knowledge gaps in regulatory science
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RESEARCH 
NEEDS



Risk Assessment Research Assembly 2018 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180207

Knowledge broker function

Policy – Risk 
Management

EFSA -
Knowledge 

Broker

Research 
Community

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180207


Tools

 Funding 
programmes

 Upcoming 
calls

 Partner 
search

 On-going 
research

 Project 
ideas

 Twitter / 
LinkedIn

EFSA Research Platform

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/research-platform
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KNOWLEDGE CENTRE



Food Safety Regulatory Research Needs 2030
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.e170622

1. SAFE FOOD SYSTEMS - Improve food safety while moving towards alternative & sustainable production 
systems.

 Anticipate impacts on food safety of innovation in food production and food systems. At processing level as well as 
primary production level, hence include animal and plant health.

 Does not suffice to assess risks, but also benefits, impacts and alternatives need to be assessed. 

 Preparedness for big social changes related to climate change, migration, and changing consumer choices.

2. INNOVATION IN RISK ASSESSMENT - Anticipating impact of innovations and new technologies on 
integrated risk assessment.

 Current approach too resource-intensive, mostly animal-based raising issues of reproducibility and ethics. 

 This current RA paradigm is challenged by recent technical advances, and public demands. 

 Today, still, we work too much in silo’s, and further research needs an integrated OneHealth approach. 

3. HOLISTIC RISK ASSESSMENT - Understanding the context, delivering and communicating impactful 
science.

 To understand the context, research will focus on understanding citizens’ perceptions and expectations, 
integrate risks and benefits, while at the same time promoting education and mobility of experts.

 Use of big data and AI. 

 Intrinsic link between R&I and capacity building.

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.e170622
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CHANGING WORLD



Context



 political agreement on Horizon Europe on 11/12/2020, 
subject to formal approval by Parliament and Council EU

 Budget around €95.5 billion 2021-2027 (current prices)

Horizon Europe

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_20_2345


1. Adaptation to climate change including societal transformation

2. Cancer

3. Climate-neutral and smart cities

4. Healthy oceans, seas, coastal and inland waters

5. Soil health and food

5 Missions under Horizon Europe
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Overview of multiple factors that play a bidirectional role in soil health and safe food. 
Figure inspired by the Soil Health and Food Mission Report. Courtesy Mirelle Geervliet.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change-including-societal-transformation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/cancer_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/healthy-oceans-seas-coastal-and-inland-waters_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/soil-health-and-food_en


Co-programmed

 These are partnerships between the 
Commission and private and/or public 
partners. They are based on memoranda 
of understanding and/or contractual 
arrangements.

Co-funded

 Partnerships involving EU countries, with 
research funders and other public 
authorities at the core of the consortium.

Institutionalised

 These partnerships require legislative 
proposals from the Commission and are 
based on a Council Regulation (Article 
187) or a Decision by the European 
Parliament and Council (Article 185). 

Full list of 49 candidate Partnerships

The current list of candidate European 
Partnerships is found in Annex 7 of 
the Orientations towards the first 
Strategic Plan for Horizon Europe (at the 
very end). Partnerships interesting for 
EFSA include:

 Animal health: fighting infectious 
diseases partnership

 One Health-AMR

 Environmental Observations for a 
sustainable EU agriculture

 Safe and Sustainable Food System for 
People, Planet & Climate

 EIT Food

 Chemical Risk Assessment (PARC)

European Partnerships
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/glossary/joint_undertaking.html
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/article-185
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/orientations-towards-first-strategic-plan-horizon-europe_en


One Health – One Medicine – One World – One Planet
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www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/careers

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Subscribe to

Engage with careers

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

STAY CONNECTED!

Dr. Stef Bronzwaer
Research Coordinator EFSA 
stef.bronzwaer@efsa.europa.eu

Updates research opportunities
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/stefbronzwaer/

Twitter:   https://twitter.com/sbronzwaer @sbronzwaer

EFSA’s Research Platform
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/research-platform

mailto:stef.bronzwaer@efsa.europa.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stefbronzwaer/
https://twitter.com/sbronzwaer
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/research-platform

